
 
 

Date:  December 15, 2020 

 

Attendees:   Connie Baldwin, Principal 

  Robyn Johnson, Principal Secretary 

  Ron Smith, Parent/Community Representative  

  Stephen Walker, Parent/Community Representative 

  Kathy Fincher, Teacher 

  Kay Young, Teacher 

 

Mrs. Baldwin: 

Mrs. Baldwin provided a recap of the spring sessions and movement to virtual learning.  

The committee felt that due to the rules that were put into place in the spring, students 

are having a difficult time engaging this semester.  The beginning of the year was more 

difficult for students to engage and be successful due to the hybrid status and A/B 

schedules.  With the current green status, students are doing better at engaging and 

completing assignments.   

 

Students who opted for virtual learning are struggling with attending the zoom lessons, 

applying the knowledge and completing the assignments.  A HUGE shout-out was given 

to all virtual teachers with the understanding of how much stress this has caused, how 

difficult it is to be away from students, and how exhausting it is to try and make students 

successful.  

 

Exams for 8th grade students begin on December 16.  Teachers have spent at least a 

week preparing students for their exams.  The students and teachers are feeling the 

pressure/stress of the looming event.   

 

Students on campus are handling wearing their mask with great maturity and social 

distancing better than expected.  They seem to understand the importance of both 

requirements.  Some social distancing is limited at lunch time when students are having 

to eat in the classrooms, but WMS is doing the best they can to follow protocol. 

 

Football season ended with WMS being in 3rd place in the county.  7th grade Basketball 

just ended with a good season. 



 

WMS hired for the 20-21 school year four new teachers that were all placed in the 7th 

grade hall.  The teachers have acclimated nicely into the WMS culture. 

 

Parents were asked in November to make the decision about second semester’s 

placement (B&M or Virtual).  Based on rising cases of Covid, some parents have 

changed their minds about status.  FCBOE is doing their best to accommodate each 

request for a change.  Below are the current statics as of December 15, 2020 about the 

number of students on and off campus at WMS. 

 

Statics for WMS: 

 

Grade 
Level 

Virtual Brick and 
Mortar 

Team 
# of 

students 

Team 
# of 

students 

# Expected 
to return 

from virtual 

6th Grade 87 200 105 95 21 

7th Grade 99 252 115 137 31 

8th Grade 76 197 99 98 13 

Totals 262 649   65 

 

 

New Superintendent:  Dr. Patterson is the replacement superintendent for Dr. Barrows.  

At this time, administrators and staff are impressed with his vision of how Fayette County 

Schools should operate.  Since October, Dr. Patterson has visited WMS at least 6 times 

to visit with administrators, staff, and students.  His vision for improvement of the schools 

is to have county-level personnel substitute in the school buildings to gain a pulse on 

what teachers and students really need before making decisions that affect both.   

 

Mr. Walker: 

Gave a heartfelt thank you and kudos for all that are teaching and working with students.  

He understands the stress and the difficulty in making 2020 happen.  The thank you 

extended to all staff members with an emphasis on teachers and the personal touch that 

is given to make students feel safe and successful during this unprecedented time.   

 

Mr. Smith:   

Mr. Smith second the heartfelt thank you.  He added that many businesses in the 

community are also feeling the stress and having to change what is “normal.”  The court 

systems are having a hard time with cases and being able to meet the requirements of 

social distancing.   

Both of our community leaders were reminding us that many businesses in the 

community no longer operate as it was in the past.  Parents are feeling the stress of 



providing for their children and household and therefore students may come to school 

with this load on their shoulders.  As a community interested in the betterment of our 

children, please be cognizant of how we react to student outbursts and make sure we 

are utilizing our resources within the school to make all children feel safe while in our 

care. 

 

  

 


